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Vriesea hybride

Bromeliacees

Caracteres generiques: Voir l’illustration Horticole. vol XVI, t. 610

Caracteres de l’hybride: Hybrida ex fecundatione artefacta Vriesea Barilleti cum Vriesea psittacinae Morrenianae pollini in horto Duvaliaeo nata et infra descripta

Vers 1885 M L Duval acheta chez MM. Jacob-Makoy et Cie, a Liege, un exaemplaire du Vriesea Barilleti Mn. que le professeur Ed. Morren avait fait connaitre en 1883 dans sa Belgique Horticole. Il en avait recu les graines de l’Ecuador, quelques annees auparavant, par l’intermediaire de M. Barillet, fils de M. Barillet-Deschamps a qui la nouvelle espece fut dediee. C’etait un type particulier, tres distinct et d’un port caracteristique, a inflorescence dressee,hampe droite et raide, a noeuds rapproches, portant chacun dans un ordre spiral une bractee dressee, foliacee, ovale, entierement pointillee de rouge brun durant la floraison et verte plus tard. Chacune de ces bractees, vrais reservoirs d’eau, porte une fleur jaune. Dans son ensemble, a part sa prestance, ce Vriesea ne se recommande point par sa coloration: l’epi floral finit en effet par etre presque entierement vert. Neanmoins, la plante en question etant munie de son inflorescence. M Duval eut l’idee de feconder les fleurs avec le pollen du Vriesea Morreniana, une des plus belles varietes du groupe des Vriesea psittacina Lindl., caracterises par leur longs epis floraux et leurs bractees espacees, a couleurs criardes. Les varietes qui composent ce groupe different entre elles par le coloris de leurs bractees, les unes moitie jaune et moitie rouge, lea autres entierement rouges; une autre a les feuilles panachees de bandes ou de lignes longitudinales blanchatres; une autre encore, le Vriesea carinata Wawra ou V. brachystachys Regel, se distingue par son inflorescence beaucoup plus ramassee, ses bractees plus rapprochees que celles du V. psittacina Morreniana. En operant le croisement prerappele, M Duval esperait influencer le type maternel, le V. Barilleti et lui apporter le coloris rouge des V. psittacina. Sa tentative a ete couronnee d’un reel succes; quatre annees plus tard, il a eu la satisfaction de voir se produire une inflorescence ayant le port superbe et la structure du V. Barilleti avec l’addition de la couleur rouge marquant la base de tout les bractees et formant de la sorte une bande rouge regnant de la base au sommet de l’epi. On comprend l’importance de cette modification au point de vue de la valeur ornementale de la plante. Celle-ci n’est pas sensiblement modifiee sous les autres rapports; toutefois la rosace du sein de laquelle s’eleve la hampe est un peu plus compacte, ses feuilles sont d’un vert plus gai et un peu plus recourbees, ce qui est loin d’en diminuer l’elegance.

Presentee le 11 avril dernier a la Societe centrale d’horticulture de France , la plante obtenu une prime de premiere classe. Nous lui conservons le nom de Vriesea X Morreno-Barilletiana que lui a donne l’obtenteur d’accord avec m. Duchartre. cette denomination a l’avantage de rappeler l’origine bispecifique de cet hybride.

Un autre horticulteur versaillais, M A Truffaut, a obtenu egalement, par voie de pollination, un hybride analogue a celui qui nous occupe. Il a ete expose l’ete dernier au Trocadero, sous le nom de Vriesea X Mariae. L’origine maternelle est la meme, c’est a dire le V. Barilleti, tandis que le pollen a ete pris sur le V. brachystachys ou V. carinata qu’il est permis de ne considerer que comme une forme du V. psittacina. L’influence de ce dernier semble etre plus visible dans le V. X Mariae qui est d’ailleurs tres joli, mais dont l’inflorescence est marquee par des bractees moins nettement disposees que celles du V. Morreno-Barilletiana

Ne voulant pas arreter la ses investigations, M Duval a profite de la floraison simultanee de l’hybride dont il vient d’etre question et de quelques autres Vriesea, tels que V. splendens major, V. Krameri, V. fulgida, pour feconder le nouveau gain avec le pollen de ceux-ci. Les amateurs de ces interessantes Bromeliacees peuvent donc s’attendre, dans peu d’annees, a pouvoir encore ajouter du neuf a leurs collections. 

Translation by Butcher

Toward 1885 M L Duval bought at Messrs Jacob-Makoy and Co., at Liege, a specimen of Vriesea Barilleti Mn. that the Professor Éd. Morren had made known in 1883 in  Belgique Horticole. He had received some seed from Ecuador, some years before, from an intermediary M. Barillet, son of M. Barillet-Deschamps and dedicated the new species to him. It was a particular, very distinct species and with notable characteristics, erect inflorescence and scape stiff and straight, nodes close together, with in a spiral order a straight, foliaceous, oval bract, stippled entirely with brown red during flowering and green later. Each of these bracts, true reservoirs of water, has a yellow flower. As a whole, in this instance, this Vriesea does not recommend itself by its coloration: the floral spike ends up indeed being nearly entirely green. Nevertheless, the plant in question was in flower and Mr. Duval had the idea to impregnate the flowers with the pollen of  Vriesea Morreniana, one of the most beautiful varieties of the group of  Vriesea psittacina Lindl., which is characterized by their long floral spikes and their occasional bracts, in lively colours. The varieties that compose this  group differ between themselves by the colouration of their bracts, some half yellow half and half red, some entirely red; another has leaves with whitish strips or longitudinal lines; another again, Vriesea carinata Wawra or V. brachystachys Regel, differs by its much more massed inflorescence, its bracts being more  closer that those of V. psittacina Morreniana. While doing the aforementiond crossing, Mr. Duval hoped to influence the maternal species, V. Barilleti by bringing it the red coloration of the V. psittacina. His intentions were crowned with real success; four years later, he had the satisfaction of seeing occur an inflorescence having the superb stature and the structure of  V. Barilleti with the addition of the red colour marking the base of all the bracts and forming a red band from the base to the top of the spike. One understands the importance of this modification in the point of view of the ornamental value of the plant. It is not appreciably modified in other areas; however the shiny rosette  from which rises the scape is a little more compact, its leaves are of a more cheerful green and a little more hooked, which is far from decreasing the elegance of it. 

Presented last April 11 at the central Society of horticulture of France, the plant got a first in the Premier class. We gave it the name of Vriesea X Morreno-Barilletiana that was approved by Mr. Duchartre. This naming has the advantage of recalling the bispecific origin of this hybrid. 

Another horticulturist from Versailles, M A Truffaut, also obtained, by way of pollination, a similar hybrid to the one previously mentioned. It was released last summer in the Trocadero, under the name of Vriesea X Mariae. The maternal origin is the same, that is to say V. Barilleti, where the pollen came from V. brachystachys or V. carinata that only showed a similar shape to V. psittacina. The influence of this last named seems to be more visible in the V. X Mariae that is, besides very pretty, has an inflorescence that is marked by bracts less distinctly disposed that those of  V. Morreno-Barilletiana 

Not wanting to stop these investigations, Mr Duval has benefitted by the simultaneous flowering of the hybrid that he had just been questioning and of a few other Vrieseas, such as V. splendens major, V. Krameri, V. fulgida, to impregnate the new plant with the pollen of these. Amateurs of thes interesting Bromeliads can expect therefore, in few of years, to be able to add new plants to their collections. 

